Chapter 1 

1. peristyle (noun) p.23 – enclosed courtyard.  “… its slim white steeple and narrow peristyle.”

2. declivity (noun) p.25 – downward slope. “..; but to-night not a sled darkened the whiteness of the long declivity.”

3. insinuations (noun) p.34 – indirect suggestion.  “That thrust had frightened him more than any vague insinuations about Denis Eady.”

4. impudent (adj.) p.27 – shameless.  “…, had taken on a look of almost impudent ownership.”

5. fatuity (noun) p.31 – complacent stupidity.  “He even noticed two or three gestures which, in his fatuity, he had though she kept for him:…”

6. sardonically (adv.) p.28 – mocking.  “But for this – as Frome sardonically reflected – it would hardly have occurred to Zeena to take any thought for the girl’s amusement.” 

7. plaintive (adj.) p.33 – expressing sorrow or melancholy.  “…Zeena answered in a tone of plaintive self-effacement.”

8. obstinately (adv.) p.34 – finally adhering to opinion.  “’Well, I’d like to talk to you about it,” said Zeena obstinately.”

9. belaboured (verb) p.27 – pummel.  “The dancers were going faster and faster, and the musicians, to keep up with them, belaboured their instruments like jockeys lashing their mounts on the home-stretch…”

10. incisively (adv.) p.34 – clear, direct.  “…;but as he went toward the door she said, suddenly and incisively: “I guess you’re always late, now you shave every morning.”
Chapter 2

1. loutish

“It had been one of the wonders of their intercourse that from the first, she, the quicker, finer, more expressive, instead of crushing him by the contrast, had given him something of her own ease and freedom; but now he felt as heavy and loutish as in his student days, when he had tried to “jolly” the Worcester girls at a picnic.” 

Page 37

Def: a clumisy, boorish person (adj.)

2. incredulous

“Frome heard the girl’s voice, gaily incredulous: ‘What on Earth your father’s cutter doin’ down there?’” Page 38

Def: skeptical (adj.)

3. nimbly

“The other he tried to slip through hers; but she eluded him numbly, and Frome’s heart, which has swung over a black void, trembled back to safety.” Page 39

Def: quick to understand (adv.)

4. eluded

“The other he tried to slip through hers; but she eluded him numbly, and Frome’s heart, which has swung over a black void, trembled back to safety.” Page 39

Def: to avoid or escape by speed, cleverness, trickery, etc. (verb)

5. spruces

“It was so dark under the spruces that he could barely see the shape of her head beside his shoulder.” Page 40

Def: any evergreen, coniferous tree (noun)

6. rill

“Her wonder and his laughter ran together like spring rills in a thaw.” Page 40

Def: a small rivulet or brook (noun)

Chapter 3

Indentured (pg. 52) – verb – a contract binding one person to work for another for a given period of time

“He felt all the more sorry for the girl because misfortune had, in a sense, indentured her to them.”

Stenography (pg. 53) – noun – the art or process of writing in short hand

“When she tried to extend the field of her activities in the direction of stenography and bookkeeping her health broke down.”

Obstinate (pg. 54) – adjective – not easily subdued, remedied, or removed

“It was formed of Zeena’s obstinate silence…”

Querulous (pg. 57) – adjective – fretful, whining

“She sat…and drew querulous lines from her thin nose to the corners of her mouth.”

Imprudence (pg. 58) – noun – lacking discretion

“He knew from experience the imprudence of letting Zeena think he in funds on the eve of one of her therapeutic excursions.”

Sorrel (pg. 58) – noun – a light bright chestnut horse often with white mare and tail

“At the moment, however, his one desire was to avoid the long drive with her behind the ancient sorrel who never went out of a walk.”


Chapter 4

1. Inarticulate- (p.60) adj.- Lacking the ability to express oneself.
“By nature grave and inarticulate, he admired recklessness and gaiety in others and was warmed to the marrow by friendly human intercourse.”

2. Volubility- (p.61) n.- Characterized by a ready and continuous flow of words.
“After the mortal silence of his long imprisonment Zeena’s volubility was music in his ears.”

3. Taciturnity- (p.64) n.- Inclined to silence; reserved in speech.
“He recalled his mother’s growing taciturnity and wondered if Zeena were also turning ‘queer’.”

4. Imprudence- (p.65) n.- Lacking discretion; rash.
“He foresaw so clearly the consequences of this imprudence that with considerable reluctance he decided to ask Andrew Hale for a small advance on his load.”

5. Ruddy- (p.65) adj.- Reddish.
“Andrew Hale was a ruddy man with a big guy moustache and a stubbly double-chin unconstrained by a collar.”

6. Spruce- (p.68) n.- A type of pine tree.
“He walked on to the church corner and entered the shade of the Varnum spruces, where he had stood with her the night before.”

7. Lustrous- (p.71) adj.- Having luster, shining; luminous.
“Then striking upward, it threw a lustrous fleck on her lips.”

8. Malice- (p.72) n.- A desire to inflict harm of suffering on another.
“Her eyes danced with malice.”

9. Contagion- (p.73) n.- The ready transmission or spread of an idea or emotion.
“Mattie seemed to feel the contagion of his embarrassment.”

10. Insatiable- (p.73) adj.- Incapable of being satisfied.
“While he feigned an insatiable appetite for doughnuts and sweet pickles.”
Chapter 5

Colour: pg 83; n; British variation of color.

Mount: pg 83; v; to increase, accumulate.

“The sudden heat of his tone made her colour mount again”

Spectral: pg 83; adj; ghostly.


“The can jumped form Zeena’s chest to dart at a mouse in the wainscot, and as a result of the sudden movement the empty chair had set up a spectral rocking.”

Hyacinth: pg 85; n; a type of plant.

“He followed her and brought the other geraniums, the hyacinth bulbs in a cracked custard bowl and the geraniums trailed over an old croquet hoop.”

Croquet: pg 85; n; a game in which players play with balls and sticks trying to go through wickets.


“He followed her and brought the other geraniums, the hyacinth bulbs in a cracked custard bowl and the geraniums trailed over an old croquet hoop.”

Habitually: pg 85; adj; to do with habit

“as her young brown head detached itself against the patchwork cushion that habitually framed his wife’s countenance…
Countenance: pg 78 n; facial features


“as her young brown head detached itself against the patchwork cushion that habitually framed his wife’s countenance…

Pretext: pg 78; n; excuse 


“Ethan made a pretext of getting up to replenish the stove”

Constraint: pg 79; n; the act of constraint


“all constraint vanished between the two.”

Luxuriated: pg 80; adj; to indulge oneself


“ he luxuriated in the sense of protection and authority…”

Superseded; pg78: v, old fashioned, archraic.


“…the face of the superseded woman…”

Indolent; pg 78; adj; lazy, lethargic, idle


“…but he was to indolent to move…”

Wainscot; pg 83; n; lower part of wall of room


“…To dart at a mouse in the wainscot…”

Covert; 71; n; copse, grove, thicket

“it seemed a rustling covert leading to enchanted glades”

Rustling; 71; v; crackle, crunch


“it seemed a rustling covert leading to enchanted glades”

Chapter 6

Conviviality p. 89 - n. fondness of feasting, drinking, and good company

"They hailed Ethan with ironic compliment and offers of conviviality..." (Wharton 89).

Perfunctory p.90 - adj. characterized by routine, lacking in interest and enthusiasm 

"This barn was empty when the horses turned into it, and giving them the most perfunctory ministrations they had ever received from him, he strode up to the house and pushed open the kitchen door" (Wharton 90).

Stoicism p. 92 - n. indifference to pleasure or pain

"To Ethan there was something vaguely ominous in this stolid rejection of free food and warmth, and he wondered what had happened on the drive to nerve Jotham such stoicism" (Wharton 92).

Chapter 7

Recrimination – Page 98  definition – to accuse an accuser (noun)

Ethan felt as if he had lost an irretrievable advantage in descending to the level of recrimination.

Inexorable – Page 106 definition – relentless (adjective)

Both bowed to the inexorable truth: they knew that Zeena never changed her mind, and that in her case a resolve once taken was equivalent to an act performed.

Pickle-dish – Page 110 definition – dish that holds pickles (noun)


I put Aunt Philura Maples’s pickle-dish up there o’ purpose when we was married.

Evocation – Page 111 definition – imaginative re-creation (noun)


Zeena paused with a gasp, as if terrified by her own evocation of the sacrilege.

Consecrated – Page 94 definition – declared or believed to be sacred (adjective)

It was the consecrated formula, and he expected it to be followed, as usual, by her rising and going down to supper.

Animosity – Page 107 definition – strong dislike or hatred (noun)


In the only place where she was known she was surrounded by indifference or animosity.

Felicitous – Page 94 definition agreeably appropriate (adjective)

He could think of nothing more felicitous than “I presume you’re tired after the long ride”.

Mien of wan – Page 95 definition appearance (noun)

She continued to gaze at him through the twilight with a mien of wan authority, as of one consciously singled out for a great fate.

Almshouse – Page 99 definition poorhouse (noun)


Better send me over to the almshouse and done with it.

Pauper – Page 101 definition poor person (noun)


She’s a pauper that’s hung onto us.

Listless – Page 103 definition tired without energy or interest (adjective)

She was no longer the listless creature who had lived at his side in a stage of sullen self-absorption.

Abhor – Page 103 definition to loathe (verb)


Now she had mastered him and he abhorred her.

Compunction – Page 105 definition anxiety from guilt (noun)

Her look smote him with compunction, and he cried out, as if he saw her drowning in a 

Dream

Chapter 8


1.      querulous – (adj.) habitually complaining. “Must he wear out all his years at the side of a bitter querulous woman.” P. 113.

2.      protuberances – (noun) thrusting out from an adjacent surface. “Under his cheek he felt a hard object with strange protuberances.” P. 114.

3.      alimony – (noun) an allowance made to one spouse by another for support during or after a divorce. “He would probably – where ever he was – be earning enough to par her sufficient alimony.” P. 116.

4.      suffused – (adj.) spread over or through in the manner of fluid or light. “As he lay there, the window-pane that faced him, growing gradually lighter, in laid upon the darkness a square of moon-suffused sky.” P. 117.

5.      lustre – (noun) a glow of reflected light or a glow from within. “He looked out at the slopes bathed in luster.” P. 117.

6.      injunction – (noun) the act of enjoying or a writ granted by a court requiring one to do or refrain from doing a specified act. “With this injunction he left her and went out to the cow-barn.” P. 119.

7.      ebullition – (noun) sudden violent outburst or display. “How much did pride count in the ebullition of passions in his breast.” P. 122.

8.      repining – (verb) to feel or express dejection or discontent. “Repining or disposed to think it natural that a young fellow of his age should have carried without repining the burden of three crippled lines.” P. 123.
Chapter 9 and Epilogue

1. imploring- (verb) to beg urgently of piteously

“Mattie flung an imploring glance at him, but he repeated curtly: ‘I’m going to drive her over myself.’”- pg. 129

2. sorrel- (noun) a horse with a light reddish brown coat and a light mane

“At the gate, instead of making for Starkfield, he turned the sorrel to the right, up the Bettsbridge road.” –pg. 132

3. mottlings- (noun) marks, splotches, or dots of different color

“Ahead of them, a long way off, a range of hills stained by mottlings of black forest flowed away in round white curves against the sky.” –pg. 132

4. facetious- (adjective) not meant to be taken literally or seriously

“Then, toward sunset, coming down from the mountain where he had been felling timber, he had been caught by some strayed revellers and drawn into the group by the lake, where Mattie, encircled by facetious youths, and bright as blackberry under her spreading hat, was brewing coffee over a gipsy fire.” –pg. 133

5. uncouth- (adjective) lacking manners or grace

“He remembered the shyness he had felt at approaching her in his uncouth clothes, and then lighting up her face.” Pf. 134

6. languid- (adjective) lacking vigor or vitality

“Ethan, with a touch of his whip roused the sorrel to a languid trot.” –pg. 139

7. discursively- (adjective) passing aimlessly from one subject to another

“Still she did not speak and, prompted by an obscure desire to help himself and her through the miserable last hour, he when on discursively: ‘Ain’t it funny we haven’t been down together but just once last winter?’” –pg. 139

8. feint- (noun) a feigned or assumed appearance 

“The not of authority in his voice seemed to subdue her, and when he had jumped form the sleigh she let him help her out saying only with a vague feint or reluctance: ‘But there isn’t a sled round anywheres.’” –pg. 140

9. avowal- (noun) an open statement to an affirmation

“And the sweetness of Mattie’s avowal, the wild wonder of knowing at last that all that had happened to him had happened to her too, make the other vision more abhorrent, the other life more intolerable to return to…” pg. 144

10. vehemently- (adverb) zealous, ardent, impassioned

“It was the tone she always heeded, but she cowered down in her seat, repeating vehemently: ‘No, no, no!’” –pg.146

11. querulous- (adjective) full of complaints

“The querulous drone ceased as I entered Frome’s kitchen, and of the two women sitting there I could not tell which had been the speaker.” –pg. 150

12. slatternly- (adjective) slovenly and untidy

“A slatternly calico wrapper hung from her shoulders and the wisps of her thin grey hair were drawn away from her high forehead and fastened at the back by a broken comb.” –pg.150

13. austere- (adjective) severe in manner or appearance, without ornament or adornment

“Old Mrs. Varnum, by this time, had gone up to bed, and her daughter and I were sitting alone, after supper, in the austere seclusion of the horsehair parlour.” –pg. 154

